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Draft education policy may be announced by December: Smriti
lrani

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-draft-education-policy-may-be-announced-by-december-smriti-irani-
2126437

Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Smriti on Friday said the draft national education policy
will be announced 'hopefully' by December.

"For the first time, a collaborative effort has been taken from the grass root level to formulate the national
education policy. We are talking to teachers, students, district magistrates and other sections of the society to
formulate the policy. Hopefully, the first draft would be published in December,"” Irani said. She presided over
the North East Zonal Consultative Meeting here with the Education ministers and Education secretaries and
other officials of the region.

However, Education ministers of only Tripura, Manipur and Sikkim were present in the meeting, though
representatives of all the states were at the meeting.

During her visit to National Institute of Technology (NIT), Agartala, on Friday, she said a special meeting of
the NITs of the North East would be convened soon to discuss their problems and opportunities for
improvements. She also directed authorities of NIT Agartala to invite at least one foreign academician in the
institute for delivering lectures at least for 15 days

Asking the institute to furnish a list of foreign academicians, who may be invited, to the ministry, Irani said,
"The cost of travels of the academicians would be borne by the ministry and the lectures would be video
recorded for future use by the students," she added. She also stressed on the need for student exchange with
other NITs of the country for benefit of the students.

National education policy to be prepared with opinion of all:
Smriti lrani

http://zeenews.india.com/news/india/national-education-policy-to-be-prepared-with-opinion-of-all-smriti-
irani 1799383.html

Union Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani has said a joint effort has been initiated from the
national to the grassroots level to obtain opinion to formulate a national education policy.

Agartala: Union Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani has said a joint effort has been initiated
from the national to the grassroots level to obtain opinion to formulate a national education policy.

"This is for the first time citizen of India at large from national to grassroots level would give their opinion in
preparing the national education policy. The draft of the policy would be ready by December,” Irani told
reporters on Friday night after meeting Tripura Chief Minister Manik Sarkar.
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She said: "The first regional meeting covering all the eight northeastern states held in Agartala Friday. The
education ministers and representatives of these states gave their views on the proposed national education
policy."

The minister, who left for Delhi on Saturday, said the gram panchayat level to district, state to national level
consultation on the education policy already begun across the country and the response was very enlightening.

On Friday, addressing the students and teachers of the National Institute of Technology (NIT), Agartala, she
said to obtain experiences and expertise by the IIT and NIT students from world famous scientist, academician
and technical experts, the MHRD has recently launched a scheme "GIAN" (Global Initiative of Academic
Network).

She asked the institute to provide a list of foreign experts, who can be invited.

"The travel and other cost of the guest expert would be borne by my ministry and the deliberations would be
video recorded for future use by the students,” she announced.

Irani also asked the all concerned to share experience among the students of various NITs and I1Ts of the
country and requested the NIT students to share their experience, knowledge and inventions with the people
living adjoining the villages of their institute.

She also announced that a web portal "e-soudh-sindhu" would be launched by January next year and over
90,000 e-books and 10,000 journals of across the world would be available in the plat form.

The minister accompanied by HRD Secretary V.S. Oberoi (Higher Education) and S.C. Khuntia (School
Education) held a meeting here on Friday with the education ministers of the northeast states to discuss the
proposed national education policy.

Tripura Education Minister Tapan Chakraborty said the Friday's meeting was held as the follow up meeting of
the 63rd meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) that was held in New Delhi on August
19.

He told reporters that in the CABE meeting, most northeast states wanted to remove the "no-detention policy" at
the elementary school level (up to class 8).

Chakraborty said: "The eight northeast states along with most states of the country are not only against the "no-
detention policy” but are also in an awkward position due to the lack of trained teachers even though the Right
to Education Act (RTE), 2009, made this mandatory."

The minister said the Left Front government strongly supported the plan for a new education policy, a process
initiated by the Bharatiya Janata Party-led National Democratic Alliance government.

NIT-T prof plans to create eco-system for innovation and
entrepreneurship

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/NIT-T-prof-plans-to-create-eco-system-for-innovation-and-

entrepreneurship/articleshow/49033468.cms

TRICHY: A faculty of the department of management studies at National Institute of Technology- Trichy (NIT-T), who was
recently selected for the Commonwealth Professional Fellowship and returned from a programme in the UK, wants to
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promote the spirit of entrepreneurship among the students and staff of the institute.

Sharing his experiences with TOI, G Kannabiran, professor, department of management studies, NIT-T, said he was
planning to build a national and regional network of entrepreneurship development professionals and contribute
towards creating an enabling eco-system for innovation and entrepreneurship.

The fellowship brought together senior professors from across the globe for a four-month programme, where they held
discussions on the topic '‘Building competencies for enabling entrepreneurship development through business
incubation support in higher educational institutions'.

The professor said the concept of 'entrepreneurial university' had emerged in the UK, where educational institutions
were being considered an important contributor to the 'entrepreneurship ecosystem'. Interdependent activities create
an entrepreneurial culture among students and staff on the campus.

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) in the UK has mandated the universities to achieve specific
levels of effectiveness in entrepreneurship development. Entrepreneurship is taught from the first year onwards.
Students take up an applied project in the final year based on inputs received from the courses,. In addition, universities
also encourage teachers in engineering fields to teach entrepreneurship in their respective domains, he added.

He further said that the universities abroad had a clearly defined vision for innovation and entrepreneurship. For
example, Edinburgh Napier University vision says 'An enterprising and innovative community renowned internationally,
with an unrivalled student learning experience'. One of the top three strategies of Napier for the period 2015-2020
focuses on building innovation, enterprise and citizenship by expanding opportunities for students to engage with or
start business and social enterprises.

The professor found that the practices followed by the universities abroad for entrepreneurial development were
practical and the policies adopted by the governments were also very significant.

"Universities create incubation facilities to support the students so they can develop their ideas into prototypes.
Business internships are offered to students and they are provided incubation facility to carry out the work. They are
mentored by agencies appointed by the government. Universities organise pitching events that enable potential
entrepreneurs to present their ideas and business plans to attract funding from investors. Leading universities support
regional universities," he said.

"Enterprise campus, a network funded by the Scottish Funding Council, offers free and impartial support to businesses
at all stages - from business plan feedback and IP advice to events, one-to-one clinics and funding opportunities," said
Kannabiran.
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IIT in Raichur i

Kumar Buradikatti
and Nagesh Prabhu

RAICHUR/BENGALURU: The Kar-
nataka government has writ-
ten to the Centre to
reconsider its decision to
sanction an Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) for
Dharwad with a view to en-
suring balanced regional de-
velopment, giving a new
twist to the issue.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Sunday informed a
delegation led by Minister of
State for Medical Education
and Raichur district in-
charge Sharan Prakash Patil
tat the State government has
written to the Centre re-
questing it to set up the IIT
in Raichur, one of the back-
ward districts, instead of
Dharwad.

Earlier, the State govern-
ment had recommended
three cities to the Centre for
the establishment of the IIT
— Raichur, Dharwad and
Mysuru.

An official team of the
Union Human Resources
Development Ministry,
which visited the three ci-
ties, chose Dharwad.

However, the announce-

Siddaramaiah urges Centre to set up
nstead of Dharwad

There were several protests in support of the
demand for an IIT in Raichur early this month.
During one such protest, IIT Horata Samiti
president Basavaraj Kalasa was taken into custody.

— FILE PHOTO: SANTOSH SAGAR

ment triggered political pro-
tests in Raichur district.
Local Congress, BJP and Ja-
nata Dal (S) leaders blamed
the State government for not
recommending the name of
Raichur effectively.

Congress delegations from
the Hyderabad Karnataka re-
gion and Raichur district
called on Mr. Siddaramaiah

on several occasions in the
last one week, bringing pres-
sure to bear on him to write
to the Centre seeking revers-
al of the decision.

In a letter on September
16, Mr. Siddaramaiah
thanked Union Minister for
Human Resources Develop-
ment Smriti Zubin Irani for
granting an IIT to the State
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Karnataka had
recommended
Raichur, Dharwad
and Mysuru for
setting up II'T

but urged her to reconsider
the decision, this time fa-
vouring Raichur.

In the letter, a copy of
which is available with The
Hindu, he said: “As you are
aware, a decision was taken
earlier to set up an IIIT at
Dharwad. Keeping this in
view, and also Raichur being
the district headquarters lo-
cated in the backward Hyd-
erabad Karnataka backward
region enjoying special status
under Article 371-J of the
Constitution, it would be ap-
propriate to establish the
proposed IIT in Raichur. This
will help in balanced regional
development to which our
State is committed.”

The Chief Minister also as-
sured the Centre of the State
government “extending all
necessary assistance and
cooperation in the establish-
ment of the premier
institute.”
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'"Make Water, Power a Priority': 11T Madras Director

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Make-Water-Power-a-Priority-11T-Madras-
Director/2015/09/21/article3039126.ece

CHENNALI: “Automatic garages and refrigerator that order food ‘smartly’ when it starts emptying out are not
exactly what the city is looking for in terms of ‘smart city technology’. It is important to effect changes on
certain areas, like water, power, transport and wireless systems first,” said Bhaskar Ramamurthy, director of IIT
Madras at the 21 Advanced Computing and Communications Conference organised by 11T-M and Advanced
Computing and Communications Society (ACCD).

Speaking on what are the requisites of a smart city, he explained that these essentials areas should be
strengthened. The per capita usage has to be reduced — be it fresh water usage, road space or even motor fuel.
Currently an average person utilizes 140 litres of water a day in the city. If this can be brought down to 50 litres,
then the city will be able to meet its growing demands for water, he explained. Moreover, 70 per cent of laundry
water is found to be reusable by directing it to rooftop gardening and cleaning. Same goes for transport, which
he thinks can be cut down once mass-public transport system can be made more attractive, so as to facilitate in
migrating the majority road occupiers — two wheeler riders. Currently, most major cities have only 6-10 per
cent free road space, with the sole exception of Delhi (18 per cent) with Metros being an essential mode of
transport for a vast majority.

Focus-areas for smart cities

e Taking Agriculture and Industries off grid dependence thereby reducing state’s power demand by 50%
during peak hours

e Plugging leaks would save 40-70% water supplied to city

« Better local storage and cheaper pipelines for water supply

e Making public transport a coo’ option, as road space is down to 6-10%

o Expanding spectrum for more broadband
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Poorest district Nabarangpur gets a helping hand from
premier institute 11 T-Bombay

IIT-Bombay has offered free audio-visual tutorial-based training in information
technology in Odisha’s Nabarangpur, which has among the lowest socio-economic
indicators in the country and is grappling with an implosive skilling deficit.

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/poorest-district-nabarangpur-gets-a-helping-hand-from-
premier-institute-iit-bombay/

India’s poorest district has been offered a helping hand by one of its premier engineering institutes.

IIT-Bombay has offered free audio-visual tutorial-based training in information technology in Odisha’s
Nabarangpur, which has among the lowest socio-economic indicators in the country and is grappling with an
implosive skilling deficit.

The project enables the use of spoken tutorials to teach free and open source software in regional languages at
three different levels of expertise: beginner, intermediate and advanced. If the initiative takes off successfully,
those who complete these courses may even be able to purchase specially developed laptops priced at around Rs
7,500.

“We have got in touch with the district administration about this. The project will help students get better
marks in examinations and increase employment avenues,” [IT-Bombay’s Prof Kannan M Moudgalya, who is
spearheading the initiative, told The Indian Express.

2

When contacted, the District Collector’s office in Nabarangpur confirmed the offer and said that a “coordinator’
from the Government Polytechnic College will likely be deputed to liaise with 1IT-Bombay for the “smooth
rollout” of the project.

Nabarangpur is the focus of a year-long assignment launched by The Indian Express on August 15, 2015, to
track poverty and transformation in India’s poorest district. This newspaper had reported on September 5 about
the yawning gap between demand and supply of trained labour in the district, which has just four degree
colleges — none of them run by the Government — and one Industrial Training Institute (ITI).

Of the 32 students who cleared their two-year electronics-mechanical certificate course last year at the ITI in
Umerkote, 60 km from the district headquarters, only three landed jobs. A majority are tribals from an
extremely backward belt, almost all of them hobbled by lack of confidence, poor communication skills and
“weak basic education”.

The IIT-Bombay project includes audio-video demonstrations dubbed in local languages and targets
schoolchildren, college students, working and retired professionals, housewives, teachers, trainers, research
scholars, and software users and developers.

The courses, training, day-to-day guidance and certificates under the project named FOSSEE — an acronym for
Free Open Source Software for Education — are available free of cost, said Prof Moudgalya.

“The spoken tutorial project is about teaching and learning a free and open source software, such as Linux,
Scilab, LaTeX, PHP & MySQL, Java, C/C++, LibreOffice, by way of an easy video tool — spoken tutorials. It
is highly conducive to self-learning,” he said.
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Moudgalya is a professor of Chemical Engineering, Systems and Control, and Educational Technology at I1T-
Bombay, and is “also focussed on spreading education on a massive scale”.

According to him, the tutorial has been tried out by an estimated 9 lakh students and teachers across 65
universities in all states, including students from the rural areas of Tamil Nadu and Gujarat.

“As one gets started, any student or faculty can master the FOSS and also get certificates — Silver/Learner’s
and Gold (based on clearing an assessment test). Once the project is rolled out, a second step involves a plan by
IIT-B to make available a low-cost laptop that it has developed, dubbed as the “FOSSEE laptop”.

Currently in the pilot phase, the laptop is funded by the National Mission on Education through Information,
Communication and Technology and aims to promote IT literacy and the usage of FOSS apps, and is priced
around Rs 7,500. “It has already been tried out in IIT Bombay on first-year BTech students,” Prof Moudgalya
said.

According to him, the roadmap for Nabarangpur involves a schedule to firm up a tentative timeline for the
launch of the spoken tutorial-based IT training, starting with one or a few educational institutions, and then
expanding the courses to schools and junior colleges in a progressive manner.

These tutorials were launched in July 2011 and is currently deployed nationwide in degree colleges,
polytechnics, ITIs and even schools, NGOs, government offices and some corporates.

The training is done using a website that is a hub of tutorial classes, coupled with original software of
programming, animation, graphics, EDA (electronic design automation) tools, computational software, utility
software, software for schools students and others. The users have to select and download the software, install it
and start practicing.

The situation at educational institutions in Nabarangpur is reflected at the ITI, where students are faced with the
situation of classes not being held because of lack of teachers. “External intervention in the local language,
especially during periods when regular teachers are not available, would be a big help,” said B K Dalai, a part-
time guest instructor at ITI, Umerkote.



